Proposal for a Culture 2007 project

Culture 2007 is a funding programme from the European Union. It replaces Culture 2000 which has now closed. Culture 2007 will begin in 2007 and it is assumed that the first call for Culture 2007 will be launched early in 2007 (January). 

Following the meeting of the directors of Culture from 16 cities of the Club de Strasbourg (http://www.club-strasbourg.eu/) that took place in Strasbourg last November 2005, the City of Strasbourg is willing to build up a « Culture 2007 » project with the cities of the Club de Strasbourg

We have to start working on the project and find partners from now on as there is a possibility that the call may be announced with a very short timescale before the deadline.

You will find below more information on this programme.

Strasbourg’s proposal

Visual Art has so far been the only field of concrete cultural cooperation between the cities of the Club de Strasbourg (artists residences).

The city of Strasbourg is willing to launch a common project on the topic of illustration and the picture book

Advertising, press, children books…the work of the illustrator can be very different according to the field of activity he/she works for.

Strasbourg is a city that has a long and rich tradition in the field of illustration…

· …The Ecole Supérieure des Arts Décoratifs de Strasbourg has a very renown “Illustration section”, from which many of today’s France famous illustrators are issued (created in 1972 by Mr. Claude Lapointe and followed nowadays by Mr. Guillaume Dégé)

· …A new city Library, the “bibliothèque-médiathèque Port Austerlitz” is being built and should be open to the public at the end of 2007. Illustration will be one the strong point of these new public facilities

· …The Centre Tomi Ungerer (famous French illustrator) will be open in Strasbourg next year in Autumn. This new place will present the collection that Tomi Ungerer has donated to its native city and moreover become a resources centre for illustration.

The French Children Illustration book edition is considered as one of the most innovative in the world. This part of the book production has considerably developed over the last few years, and namely in the new and future European Union members countries. This project proposal would allow to enlighten and promote the illustration book for children production that exists in those countries (some have a long and rich tradition in that field) but which remains largely unknown to the European public. The illustration book for children will be a starting point, the partners might want to enlarge the project to illustration in general and the animation film.

There are many concrete actions that could be led in this field, here are a few examples :

· organisation of a colloquium on illustration in Europe

· creation of a magazine on European illustration

· creation of a prize for young illustrators

· itinerary exhibitions

· residences of illustrators including actions towards the public (workshops for children, etc.)

· partnership between the school of arts illustration sections (exchange of students and teachers)

· conferences, lectures, seminars gathering illustrators

· exchange of experiences between city library agents 

· Etc.

We should also try to focus on economic development aspects linked to the illustration industry (cf. Lisbon strategy) as well as sustainable development aspects (Göteborg)

ALL OTHER IDEAS OF POSSIBLE ACTIONS IS WELCOME. We want the project to be common and shared.

Resources, human, material and financial means 
The last information available so far is :

· European Commission Conditional call will be out in October 2006

·  Application forms will be available online from end of October 2006 

· 28 Feb 2007 deadline for all project applications (both 1-2 year co-operation projects and 3-5 year multi-annual co-operation projects)

· Results to be announced between May and July 2007 - 1-2 year projects announced first (June ?) and then multi-annual projects (July ?)

· 1-2 year co-operation projects to start in summer 2007 

To be eligible for support from Culture 2007, projects will need to meet the following criteria: 

· They can be focused on any cultural area, proposals can cover any cultural area, or can link together different cultural areas to generate unique and innovative projects 

· They must have something uniquely European about them (i.e. not just a tour of a performance or exhibition) 

· They must be developed and implemented by at least 3 partner organisations from 3 different eligible countries (currently the 25 Member States, plus Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Bulgaria and Romania – and also new "candidate countries" including Croatia and Turkey) 

· They can last either for 1-2 years or, in exceptional cases, for 3-5 years 
· They are likely to have a total budget of between € 50-200,000 (1 year projects) or up to €1m per year (3-5 year projects) 

· They can receive, from Culture 2007, a maximum of 50% of the total budget for the project 

· They cannot spend project funds on buildings or buying new equipment - Culture 2007 can only fund projects 

The co-organisers cities must pay for at least 5% of the total budget. Some staff costs are eligible. 

The specific objectives of the Programme are: 

· to promote the transnational mobility of people working in the cultural sector 

· to encourage the transnational circulation of works and cultural and artistic products 

· to encourage intercultural dialogue 

